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MPK tawar diskaun kompaun 85 peratus

KLANG - Majlis Perbandaran Klang
menawarkan pengurangan kompaun se-
hingga 85 peratus kepada lebih 6,000
peniaga yang gagal membuat pembayar-
an sejak tahun 2000 hingga 2019.
Timbalan Yang Dipertua MPK, Elya
Marini Darmin berkata, pengurangan itu
diberikan menerusi Kempen Penawaran
Pembayaran Pengurangan Kompaun Pe-

nguatkuasaan Pelesenan sempena bazar
Ramadan tahun ini bermula 3 Februari
hingga 31 Mac depan.

“Tawaran pengurangan kompaun itu
terkecuali bagi aktiviti perniagaan
berisiko seperti aktiviti industri,” katanya
pada sidang media selepas Majlis
Penyerahan Papan Tanda Kebersihan
MPK di lobi MPK di sini semalam.
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Outbreak won’t dampen traders’ Thaipusam spirit

By SHALINI RAVINDRAN
shaliniravindran@thestar.com.my

GOMBAK: Traders who will be
operating at Batu Caves where
more than a million people will
congregate for Thaipusam are wary
of the novel coronavirus (2019-
nCoV) outbreak, but say they are
willing to take the risk.

Several of the more than 300
traders who will set up stalls out-
side the temple next week said they
were keeping track of the outbreak,
adding they had no choice but to ply
their business during the festival.

Most expect to start operating
their stalls around Batu Caves from
as early as Feb 6 and continue until
Feb 10. Thaipusam falls on Feb 8.

“Thaipusam is the only time I can
earn extra income, which we rely
on for my children’s tuition classes,”
lorry driver A. Ponnambalam said
during the balloting for trading lots
at Dewan Beringin yesterday.

The 43-year-old, who will be
operating a food and beverage stall,
said he and his wife would be wear-
ing masks and gloves as a precau-
tionary measure.

R. Sumathi, 35, said although she
did have second thoughts about
setting up her clothing stall in view
of the outbreak, the situation does
not seem so serious yet.

“Of course I am concerned as

> .

there will be more than a million
people at Batu Caves from all
around the world, in a crowded
area.

“But I have already brought in
additional stock from India and if I
do not sell it during Thaipusam, I
will be in debt.

“Unless the temple management
or the authorities call off the festi-
val, in which case I will definitely

not set up,” she said.

Selayang Municipal Council
Licensing Department deputy direc-
tor Ahmad Faisal Badiuzaman said
his staff have been given guidelines
on the coronavirus.

“Before we started the balloting
process, we also gave instructions
to the traders about the dos and
don'ts regarding the virus, includ-
ing wearing a mask.

Keeping safe:
Tourists
wearing face
masks while
visiting

Batu Caves.

“We hope that the public will
maintain their safety and health
and get an examination if they
show any symptoms,” he said.

On Wednesday, Deputy Prime
Minister Datuk Seri Dr Wan Azizah
Wan Ismail said that major events
can proceed as usual despite the
2019-nCoV outbreak as there are no
directives from the World Health
Organisation so far.
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Study sheds light on govt housing
policies’ impacts on supply, affordability

KUALA LUMPUR: The assessment of two
government housing programmes, Residensi
Wilayah  (formerly Federal Territories
Affordable Housing or Rumawip) and Rumah
Selangorku, showed that one way that
government policies affect housing affordability
isin the manner that developers choose to build
new housing at different price points, in part in
response to these policies.

The recent World Bank’s Malaysia Economic
Monitor “Making Ends Meet” revealed that
while the Residensi Wilayah scheme has
contributed to the supply of housing units to the
Kuala Lumpur market in the price range of
RM300,000 and below, it also attracts higher-
income households to take advantage of the
scheme.

“Higher-income households with monthly
income of RM15,000 can afford to purchase
higher-priced homes of up to RM1 million but
sometimes choose the Residensi Wilayah
housing at RM300,000 due to its value-for-

money and favourable characteristics such as
central location and decent home size.
Households with incomes from RM6,000 to
RM10,000 whose ability to pay is in line with the
Residensi Wilayah home prices are often
crowded out by higher-income households
with stronger capacity to-pay and better access
to mortgage financing,” the report said.

Hence, it pointed out that the Residensi
Wilayah housing scheme could be more
effective in addressing affordable housing
needs if the eligibility criteria were adjusted to
cater to those with incomes of RM10,000 or less,
and if the scheme placed tighter limits on the
use of Residensi Wilayah for investment
purposes instead of as the recipient’s primary
residence.

Meanwhile, it said the Rumah Selangorku
scheme exacerbates the undersupply situation
in the Petaling istrict.

‘Under this scheme, 20-50 of residential units
in a new development are required to be priced

at less than RM250,000 while the remaining
units may be priced at market levels. This has
resulted in the increasing number of high-end
units compared to lower-priced units in 2019, as
developers overcompensate by building high-
end units first to subsidise the subsequent
construction of lower-end units in the Petaling
market.

“It is possible that developers will persist in
building more high-end than affordable
housing units or shift their developments
elsewhere if they continue to feel constrained
by the Rumah Selangorku policy. Hence, the
scheme has created more homes in the higher
income segment in Petaling district.”

In addition, the Residensi Wilayah and
Rumah Selangorku policies have also
contributed to the residential housing market
price trends. The housing oversupply in Kuala
Lumpur is expected to worsen by 2023, with
Residensi Wilayah contributing 17% of total
incoming housing units. As a result, the housing

oversupply (estimated total housing units
compared to number of households) has
already led to a stagnant and slightly declining
home price trend for Kuala Lumpur.

On the other hand, the already-tight housing
supply conditions in Petaling are likely
exacerbated by the Rumah Selangorku policy,
which has created more homes in the higher-
income segment and resulted in continued
increases in housing prices since 2014.
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